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should now call him, standing behind the chairs of his guests and ministering to their gastric wants in the vain hope that they would afterwards listen with respect to his lectures on the Comedy of the Ancients, and the Stages of Greece and Rome. The conduct of his tavern has been well described by Cooke, who had the account he quotes from a " literary gentleman " who had dined at Macklin's ordinary.
" Dinner being announced by public advertisement to be ready at four o'clock, just as the clock had struck that hour, a large tavern bell, which he had affixed to the top of the house, gave notice of its approach. This bell continued ringing for about five minutes ; the dinner was then ordered to be dished; and in ten minutes afterwards it was set upon the table, after which the outer room door was ordered to be shut, and no other guest was admitted.
" Macklin himself always brought in the first dish, dressed in a full suit of clothes, etc., with a napkin slung across his left arm. When he had placed the dish on the table, he made a low bow and retired a few paces back towards the sideboard, which was laid out in a very superb style, and with every possible convenience that could be thought of. Two of his principal waiters stood beside him; and one, two, or three more as occasion required them. He had trained up all his servants several months before for this attendance ; and one principal rule (which he laid down as a sine qud nori) was, that not one single word was to be spoken by them whilst in the room, except when asked a question fey one of the guests. The ordinary, therefore, was carried on by signs previously agreed upon ; and Macklin, as principal waiter, had only to' observe when anything was wanted or called for, to communicate a sign, which the waiters immediately understood and complied with.
"Thus was dinner entirely served up, and attended to, on the side of the house, all in dumb show. When dinner was over, and the bottles and glasses all laid upon the table, Macklin, quitting his former situation, walked gravely up to